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Common Core Assessment –  
Hands-on Style!  

SUMMARY 
 

Much has been written about how the new education standards will alter the content and 
format of student assessments. New tests will need to be able to assess learning growth in 
diverse populations. They should measure student learning throughout the school year, and 
give children many opportunities to apply higher-level thinking skills and problem solving 
strategies. 
 

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) and other organizations are well on 
their way to developing new tools to work with the new standards. 

 

USE RAFT HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES TO TEACH THE SKILLS 
 

In many cases, hands-on activities are ideal vehicles for teaching students the skills they will 
need to demonstrate on the test.  Below are examples of Common Core mathematics 
questions (on the left) with clear connections to RAFT hands-on activities (on the right): 

 

 

 

 

PERIMETER  

 

 

 

 

Area Antics uses small wood blocks to make the concepts of 
area, perimeter, and volume more concrete to young learners. 

 

 

 

COMMUTATIVE PROPERTY 

 

 

 

 

 
Commutative Cookies helps students see that 
3x4 is equivalent to 4x3. 

http://www.raft.net/ideas/
Area Antics.pdf  

http://www.raft.net/ideas/
Commutative Cookies.pdf 

http://www.raft.net/ideas/Area%20Antics.pdf
http://www.raft.net/ideas/Area%20Antics.pdf
http://www.raft.net/ideas/Commutative%20Cookies.pdf
http://www.raft.net/ideas/Commutative%20Cookies.pdf
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FRACTIONS 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Frack Jack helps students add fractions. 

 
 
 
VOLUME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volume Verification shows hands-on learners how to compare the volume of solids. 
 

To see other questions developed by the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium, go to:  

http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm. 

For more RAFT hands-on activities, visit: http://www.raft.net. 

http://www.raft.net/ideas/
Volume Verification.pdf 

http://www.raftbayarea.org/ideas/Area%20An
tics.pdf 

www.raftbayarea.org/ideas/Frack%20Jack.pdf 

http://www.raft.net/ideas/
Frack Jack.pdf 

http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm
http://www.raft.net/
http://www.raft.net/ideas/Volume%20Verification.pdf
http://www.raft.net/ideas/Volume%20Verification.pdf
http://www.raft.net/ideas/Frack%20Jack.pdf
http://www.raft.net/ideas/Frack%20Jack.pdf

